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Proposed claim amendmonto for future response to Final Office Action 

As we discussed earlier today the following Is a proposed amendment to the 
claims for a future response to the pending final office action. Please review. I will call 
you Monday 26 April 2004 to discuss. Thanks. 

I propose amending Independent claims 1, 10 and 16 as shown in the complete 
list of claims below. 

1 . A multiple use box with security feature comprising: 

a plurality of sides connected to each other such that each side Is connected 
to at least two other sides and defines an Interior of the box; 

a first top flap including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 
from a first side of the plurality of sides and pivoted toward the Interior; 

a second top flap including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 
ftom a second side of the plurality of sides and pivoted toward the Interior; 

a third top flap extending from a third side of the plurality of sides and pivoted 
toward the interior^ 

a fourth top flap extending from a fourth side of the plurality of sides and 
pivoted towanJ the interior; 

wherein the attachment strip of the first top flap is attachable to the third top 
flap to enclose an item In the box j t e en th e box ciocod during n uoo and 
the tear strip of the flrst top flap Is operable to release the third top flapJs 
open the box : and 

wherein the attachment strip of the second top flap is attachable to the fourth 
top flap to enclose an item In the box a second time keop th e box c l o se d 
d uring a nother u s e and the tear strip of the second top flap is operable to 
release the fourth top fla p to open the box a second time . 

2. The box of claim 1 wherein at least two of the sides are glued to each other. 



PAGE2IS*RCVDAT4M20()41:S5:36PI«(EastemDayipTline]'SVR:llSPTO{FX^^^^ 



'Prem: GM 433-4aS-104a To: USPTO 



Data: 4/14/2004 Time: 10:33:40 AM 



Paga 3 of 6 



3. The box of claim 1 wherein the box includes four sides that form a square 
interior. 

4. The box of claim 1 wherein eadi attachment strip is attached to a respective one 
of the third and fourth top flaps to Iceep the box closed during one use of the box. 

5. The box of claim 1 wherein the box includes four sides that torn a square 
interior, and each top flap includes an attachment strip and a tear strip. 

6 . The box of claim 1 wherein at least one of the attachment strips is double-sided 
tape. 

7. The box of claim 1 wherein at least one of the attachment strips is a single strip 
located along a distal end of a respective one of the top flaps and that extends 
the width of the respective top flap. 

8. The box of dalm 1 wherein at least one of the tear strips is formed by perforating 
a portion of a respective one of the top flaps. 

9. The box of claim 1 wherein at least one of the attachment strips is located along 
a distal end of a respective one of the top flaps and extends the width of the 
respective top flap, and the respective tear strip is located adjacent the 
attachment strip between the respective side and the attachment strip. 

10. A blank that can be fonfned into a box that provides an indication of tampering 
when used a second or more times, comprising: 

a plurality of sections connected to each other and operable to form the box 
when pivoted relative to each other; and 

a first top flap including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 
from a third section of the plurality of sections and operable to close the 
box when pivoted relative to the third section; 

a second top flap including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 
from a fourth section of the plurality of sections and operable to close the 
box when pivoted relative to the fourth section; 
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a third top flap extandlng from a first section of the plurality of aectlona and 
operable to close the box when pivoted relative to the first section; 

a fourth top flap extending from a second section of the plurality of sections 
and operable to close the box when pivoted relative to the second section; 

wherein, when the box Is formed, the attachment strip of the first top flap is 
attachable to the third too flap to enclose an item In the box k ee p th e box 
c i OGOd during a uso a nd the tear strip of the first top flap Is operable to 
release the third top fla p to open the box : and 

wherein, when the box is fonned, the attachment strip of the second top flap 
is attachable to the fourth top flap to enclose an item In the box a second 
time l <ooD tho box c i oe e d during onothor uoo a nd the tear strip of the 
second top flap is operable to release the fourth top fla p to open the box a 
second time. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. The blank of claim 1 0 wherein: 

the first section is connected to the second section; 

the third section is connected to the second section opposite the first section; 
and 

the fourth section is connected to the third section opposite the second 
section. 

1 3. The blank of claim 1 0 wherein at least one of the attachment strips is 
doubie-sided tape. 

14. The blank of claim 1 0 wherein at least one of the tear strips is tonned by 
perforating a portion of the respective top flap. 

1 5. The blank of dalm 1 0 wherein at least one of the attachment strips is located 
along a distal end of a respective one of the top flaps and extends the width of 
the respective top flap, and the respective tear strip Is located adjacent the 
attachment strip between the respective section and the attachment strip. 
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1 6. A method of using a box two or more times to ship items, comprising: 

attaching an attachment strip of a firet top flap of the box to a third top flap to 
enclose an item In the box: o l ooo the box: 

removing a tear strip of the first top flap to separate the attachment strip of the 
first top flap from the first top flap and open the box; and 

attaching an attachment strip of a second top flap of the box to a fourth top 
flap to enclose an item In the box a second time, doco tho box a ga i n. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein using the box one time includes attaching the 
attachment strip of the first top flap of the box to the third top flap, and attaching 
the attachment strip of the second top flap of the box to the fourth top flap to 
dose the box. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 6 further comprising rennoving a tear strip of the second 
top flap to separate the attachment strip of the second top flap from the second 
top flap and open the box again. 

19. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

attaching an attachment strip of the third top flap of the box to the first top flap 
to close the box again; and 

rennovlng a tear strip of the third top flap to separate the attachment strip of 
the third top flap from the thirei top flap and open the box again. 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising; 

attaching an attachment strip of the fourth top flap of the box to the second 
top flap to close the box again; and 

removing a tear strip of the fourth top flap to separate the attachment strip of 
the fourth top flap from the fourth top flap and open the box again. 

21 . A multiple use box with security feature comprising: 

a plurality of sides connected to each other such that each side Is connected 
to at least two other sides and defines an interior of the box; 
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/ 

/ a first top flap Including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 

/ from one of the sides and pivoted toward the interior; 

a second top flap Including an attachment strip and a tear strip, and extending 
from one of the other sides and pivoted toward the Interior; 

wherein the attachment strip of the first top flap is attachable to the second 
top flap to l<eep the box closed and the tear strip of the first top flap is 
operable to release the second top flap; and 

wherein the attachment strip of the second top flap is attachable to the first 
top flap to keep the box closed during a subsequent use of the box and 
the tear strip of the second top flap is operable to release the flrst top flap. 

22. The box of claim 21 wherein each attachment strip is attached to the first and 
second top flaps to Iteep the box closed during one use of the box. 

23. The box of claim 21 wherein the box Includes four sides that fonn a square 
interior. 
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